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TRIBUTE TO HARLAND MIESER 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 28, 2009 

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, let me 
take this moment to recognize the career of 
Harland Mieser of Lafayette County, Missouri. 
Mr. Mieser served as Associate Commissioner 
of Lafayette County for 18 years. 

Mr. Mieser has been an outstanding public 
official, serving as a member of the West Cen-
tral Missouri Solid Waste Management District 
Region F, the Waverly Regional Youth Center 
Liaison Council, Inc., Lafayette County Inter- 
Agency, Prairie Rose Resource Conservation 
and Development Council, Pioneer Trails Re-
gional Planning Commission, and the Highway 
13 Coalition Committee. His public service cul-
minated with position as Lafayette County 
Commissioner. From 1991–1994 he served as 
the Eastern Associate Commissioner in Lafay-
ette County and then from 1997–2008 he 
served as Southern Associate Commissioner 
of Lafayette County. 

As Mr. Mieser retires from his current post, 
I trust that the Members of the House will join 
me in thanking him for his outstanding leader-
ship in the Missouri community. 
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CELEBRATING THE 80TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BOK TOWER GAR-
DENS 

HON. ADAM H. PUTNAM 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 28, 2009 

Mr. PUTNAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the upcoming 80th anniversary of 
the Bok Tower Gardens. President Calvin 
Coolidge first dedicated the Bok Tower Gar-
dens for visitation on February 1, 1929. 

Edward Bok, a Pulitzer Prize winning au-
thor, commissioned the building of the gar-
dens and bird sanctuary in the early 1920s in 
Lake Wales, FL. The gardens were originally 
designed by Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., atop 
a 14-acre area on Iron Mountain, one of the 
highest points in Florida. The gardens have 
expanded to cover nearly 700 acres today. 

Architect Milton Medary was commissioned 
to design and construct the tower in 1926. The 
tower stretches 205 feet into the sky and is in-
tended to be the focal point of the gardens. It 
is primarily made of marble and includes a 60- 
bell carillon at the top. 

Mr. Bok died on January 9, 1930, less than 
a year after the completion of the tower. He is 
now buried at the base of the tower. His 
dream of creating and preserving a place of 
beauty and peace is still alive today, a true 
and long-lasting gift to our State. It has played 
host to concerts, weddings, educational and 
charity events, as well as numerous other im-
portant community benefits. It is also a won-
derful place for a family get together. 

The Garden Sanctuary and Tower were 
designated as National Historic Landmarks on 
April 19, 1993. The Bok Tower Gardens serve 
as one of Florida’s most beautiful natural set-
tings. I urge my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating the anniversary of this great Florida 
landmark. 

HONORING STATE REPRESENTA-
TIVE TREY MARTINEZ FISCHER 
AND FAMILY 

HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 28, 2009 

Mr. GONZALEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Texas State Representa-
tive Trey Martinez Fischer and his wife Eliza-
beth Provencio on the arrival of their first born, 
Francesca Maria Provencio Fischer. 
Francesca Maria was born on January 4th, 
2009 at 6:01 a.m. and I’m proud to report that 
Francesca Maria and her mother are both 
healthy and doing well. 

As both Trey and Elizabeth now know, 
words cannot quite describe the joy and thrill 
of being a new parent. I am certain that 
Francesca Maria will grow up in a loving envi-
ronment and learn from the great example set 
by her parents of duty, responsibility, and 
compassion. 

The journey they are embarking upon to-
gether will prove to be an unparalleled life ex-
perience, and I wish their entire family the 
best for a healthy and happy lifetime together. 
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IN TRIBUTE TO THEODORE BIKEL 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 28, 2009 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate Theodore 
Bikel on receiving the Creative Leadership 
Award from the National Jewish Theater and 
the American Theater Festival. Throughout his 
life, Mr. Bikel has displayed an unwavering 
commitment to arts awareness, human rights, 
and Jewish activism, and his service to our 
nation is truly inspiring. No stranger to the 
Sunshine State, Theodore Bikel was the co- 
creator, co-author and co-star of the success-
ful play Sholom Aleichem Lives, performed in 
early 1997 in several Florida theatres. He is 
also the writer and star of Sholom Aleichem: 
Laughter Through Tears, which recently had 
its world premiere in Washington, D.C. Addi-
tionally, on his long list of accomplishments, 
Mr. Bikel created the role of Baron Von Trapp 
in the original Broadway production of The 
Sound of Music and starred as Tevye in Fid-
dler on the Roof more than 2,000 times. 
Bikel’s career began in Tel Aviv, Israel, where 
he co-founded the Cameri Theatre, and per-
formed classical and modern drama in He-
brew. Some of his most prominent honors in-
clude receiving an Emmy Award in 1988, hav-
ing held the position of senior vice president of 
the American Jewish Congress, and accepting 
both a Doctor of Humane Letters from Hebrew 
Union College and the title of MAGGID from 
the World Union for Progressive Judaism. As 
Mr. Bikel marks his 85th birthday this June 
with a celebratory concert at Carnegie Hall, I 
feel grateful for this talented individual whose 
artistic vision and civic activism have pro-
foundly touched the lives of all Americans. 

HELP OUR BORDER COMMUNITIES 

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 28, 2009 

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker and col-
leagues, I rise today to speak about a very im-
portant bill that I just introduced, the Save Our 
Border Communities Act (H.R. 670). The bill 
would reimburse police, firefighters and other 
first responders for services associated with 
U.S. Ports of Entry. 

Local law enforcement and first responders 
are bearing the brunt of protecting our bor-
ders. The federal government has not reim-
bursed border towns for border-related inci-
dents and its drain on local police, firefighters 
and first responders is increasingly unbear-
able. 

In Imperial County, California, the already 
strained local police department has an-
nounced that due to the high volume of bor-
der-related requests, it will no longer respond 
to most calls from the U.S.-Mexico Port of 
Entry. The local police department stated they 
cannot afford to process and transport the nu-
merous individuals with out-of-county mis-
demeanor warrants to the local jail. Now, in-
stead of being brought to justice, these individ-
uals are set free. 

It is about time the federal government pays 
its fair share. I urge my colleagues to join me 
in ensuring all our border communities are 
fully reimbursed for protecting our nation’s bor-
ders by supporting the Save Our Border Com-
munities Act. 
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INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION 
ALLOWING INTERSTATE SHIP-
MENT OF UNPASTEURIZED MILK 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 28, 2009 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce legislation that allows the shipment and 
distribution of unpasteurized milk and milk 
products for human consumption across state 
lines. This legislation removes an unconstitu-
tional restraint on farmers who wish to sell or 
otherwise distribute, and people who wish to 
consume, unpasteurized milk and milk prod-
ucts. 

My office has heard from numerous people 
who would like to obtain unpasteurized milk. 
Many of these people have done their own re-
search and come to the conclusion that 
unpasteurized milk is healthier than pasteur-
ized milk. These Americans have the right to 
consume these products without having the 
Federal Government second-guess their judg-
ment about what products best promote 
health. If there are legitimate concerns about 
the safety of unpasteurized milk, those con-
cerns should be addressed at the state and 
local level. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in pro-
moting consumers’ rights, the original intent of 
the Constitution, and federalism by cospon-
soring my legislation to allow the interstate 
shipment of unpasteurized milk and milk prod-
ucts for human consumption. 
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